PISFRRL, I

1 F1 K. Ol &S P o INBE W11 1L B

Early. Michaeimas, 1986

ves 1ndeed, OUSFG is back in town. This newsletter sees us E“IEﬂClﬁq a friendly hello to ail Fresners. Lo Jain‘* come to the firet
library or discussion meeting. At such meetings you will meet came of tne interesting and colourful characters who make up ulisrn,
Ac newsletter editors it is absolutely not our business to write zuything apout UUSFG s 1llustrious committee.  Eecause ®E re  not
that kind of society. MNo Sir. But, in fact, we are those sort <1 people. 5o here goes. |

Maria Hamilton (President) BNC; ‘Tel.24u4374
Well-beloved by all, especially computer programmers. Won the election an such 'slogans -a5 ‘Haria - taking a stand on women. :
dominance in OUSFG'. No, just kidding.. Haria is. a benevolient dictator and Aot "a'bit like Servalan. Eucept in one way...cute male
Freshers in discussion meetings beware. Maris s eye may weil <all upon you and tne consequences may not be felt until the Liisth
banguet!!!

Max O'Conner ({(Secretary) St.Anne?s. 60 Woodstock Rd, Rm.iz,
Hax is the tall, hunky red-haired qyy. He's a fitness freak, a 'lezading flqure in the British Cryogenics Society, and nas been
described as the ‘guru of the New Right.' He will probably try to corrupt you and will very probably succeed.

Dave Bate (Treasurer) BNC; Tel.244374. £
Dave 1s the man to gb to with your money. He's the tall, dark stranger. The one with the penetrating eyes wnich explains i7)
JUSFG alias, 'The Citrus Werewolf,  "Also one of our resident Dactor Wno experts,

Ivan Towlson (Librarian)iNew College.=12NB Rn: 3 |
it is Ivan's mercy you will be beqging when your library books are gverdue. lvan employs interesting mefneds of retrisvai ot  such
books. Ivan is wanted by six planets in the Federation...Actueiiy this 1s clander. Ivan's & regular book reviewer anc a reguiar
quy. |

Rebecca Heddle (Commlttee member) S+ Anne's. Tel. S1TLUITO

Eecca 1s unmistakeably recognizable by her Famous Equeak, brought on by reading too much loug Adams. EScca 15 3159 an aciress &
ome note, her roies having included such diversities as Henji House in Hitchhiker sibUSkE, 5' 'tted] } play ang the star of . hey
pyYer

Tim Adye (Committee Member) Tel.2h1U4W4U
iim is a nuclear pnhysicist working as an undercover agent for a mad scientist who wishes to take aver tne world, ife tact taar ha |
a memoer of OUGHG Blatentiv oroves this. Women. don’'t be mistaken by his aszsumed shynmess. He ial in fact, natching 2 fiengisn

with Hax to take over the 59[1ety tnforced vegetarianism and libartarianiss can e the only
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Wo wisp to repain auletly aut of tne iimeliaht, Suffice it to say, howsver, tnat we are poth astonisningly attractlve
witty and have staggeringiy good taste. That shouid keep you searching for a while, nen, hen.

Book News

-David Gerrold; "Starhunt’® {(originally 'Yeéterday'ﬁ Chidren’) - reicsue.

"Despite insulting reviews from almost everbady and an unfortunate history beginning with 1Us rejection 2s a star
ending =with its republication in the dreaded Venture SF series, I still like this one. f nice ctocry of an ancient shlp with =
tired e!Eﬂ, war-shattered captain and fanatical first officer, who are set to patrol a sector where nothing can nossibiy  happen,

Then thEiApltk up 3 ‘bogey’..." {Neal Tringham)
b3 ;

-Felth Ruberts* ‘Kiteworld |

"Collection of linked stories set in a post-holocaust worid where qiant kitec are fiown constastly te kacp out the cemonz fros tne
radioactive wastelands. From the stories 1've read, 1'd rate it highly for cnaracterisation but not too well 7or inganulty izt
reviewers, however, drool to a positively unhealthy extent.® (Neal)

-Barry Hughart; “Bridge of Birds'(Corgi,f£2.30) :
“The blurb describes it as 'a haunting tale of ancient China, of beautiful handmaidens, venerabie sages, magic, nilerity,
heartbreak and the timeless power of love.  As a final kiss of death, it carries an finne HcCaffrey recommendation,
"Nauseated, you try to flee, but by accident you read the Caveat Occidens. Intrigued, you skig the Girst Jew cneprers, o
suspicion creeps over you - that this 1s the funniest and cleverest Sk oook to tome onto the marker faor a long Lrae, vou pood 1gn
rest of the bcook, and your suspicion is confirmed.
“Joint winner of the 1985 wWorld Fantasy Award, and dESErvedl?.aﬂ.“ (ivan Touison)

-Ursula.Lebuins "Always Coming Home.
"Thic, her latest work, is out in hardback only se tfar, but wili prove interesting to fans of ber cisssic Sk peoieie dRel eIl Hond

b

of GDarkness’ and ‘'The Dispossessed’. This latest work is very different frea ner old glortes. 1T 5 not 2 pu.ol, nSugn 1o guns
contain narratives; it is a study ot a post apocalyptic civilisation {situated in what w®Was opce Northern Laiiiorniel, pIcEs

together from a coliection of stories, legends, poems and essays on the various aspects o1 1t s saflely. ine o regts largsiy «

the culture described, so cpinions of the bock and the culture sust remain personal. Clearly 1t's a Lebuln ‘*DLIB. reminiscent of
the anarchist society in ‘The Dispossessed and the natlve cuiture in her novella 'The Word for World is Forect ', but [ found 1t ap
unoriginal ane. Too much seems to have been lifted from existing fimerindian and b rigine chitures ~and too much of MGrE 1S
superfluous (recipes ? The 'complete’ edition of the work comes with a tape of the Valley s music!) in the end, 1 diagn t Delievo

it, for 1t 1s a world where technology's harmful effects have heen neutralised, wnere twentieth century technoingy has no csolia:
impact whatsoever, it SF can be descrited as the literature of soctal and individual response to technology, tnis worl &
consciously un-5F, However, beneath the self-indulgence of this personal fantae, there is fascinatinqg exploration ot the wey 1deoas
and themes in her work as a whole. Worth looking at in the local library.” (Fhil raines,t¥)
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l.ine Frgenlx (Walten Street)
Lipw tri 24 Uct - ‘Sieeper’ The Woody Alien wisn-fulfilment classic unich features a future in wnich smoking ana cream-cakes are
quod TOr you and no hoame 1S complete without an Urgasmotron. Also features a tuxedoed U3PU pregecessor, |
lipg Sat 25 Oct - 'A Wightmare on Elm Street’ This was the most popular video rental movie Tor some T1ge. K- Sequel 1S apparently
cn tne way. Ulp. |
-.REL {George otreet) *
‘liens “"For once the movie posters get it right. In "Alien’, Ridiey Scoti's originai film, 1t was In Space No Une Lan Hear You
scream. In ‘Aliens’, James Cameron's {of "Terainator fame) sequel, it's "ihis Time It's War.  In other -words, last time humanity
was prey to a single ailen nasty. How Ripiey and a sguad of marines have come to exterminate the whole brood out of revenge.
vocraten an SF film and under the surface it's often ancther. filam., ’'Star Wars' without Trumbull's spaceships 1s
Dagbusters . Alien’ without the Giger-designed monster 1is ‘Friday the 13th'. And "Aliens’ without the TUTUrlstiC Weaponry 1s
Rasbc . Ine coaparison is apt. in "Alien’, the audience telt the helplessness and vulnerability of the Nastramo crew, derenceless
gecgite the techrology that surrounded them. 1In "Aliens’, as 1in Hambo 'y - we are not heipiess. - quns or not, our moral
righteousness and guts will triumph over anything thrown at us. It s a tribute to the skill of the fila-makers that we don't sneer
it Ripley's determination as we did at Stalione, but cheer nher. rartly that s due to "Rliens’ belng a fine aoventure film {though
noanere near as scary as Allen’, in ay opinion), partly to the strength of Siqourney Weaver s acting, but malniy, I fear; because
our liberal consciences (thicse of us who have them) may squirs at Third World nationals getting blown away by stars-and-stripes
1.q 15m, out not at inhuman nasties qetting fried and mangled Dy so'syampathetic a character as kipley. it's a great rtile 7or
vcnie who believes there’s an acceptable face to violence.® (Phii haines,tF)
'ru ltergeist Il - ihe Utner side’ HBL - Ihe Utner ucreen.
PR .
E:Li, {0:{3pm, Hon 13 Lgt. ‘Soylent Green’ Charlton Heston stars as the New York detective trying to soive & potltical murder 1n
Z0ZZ, In which year 4u miilion peaple live in NY City. Autnoritarian anarcny nolds sway; mobs roam the streets; Joos are scarce;
and naturai fopd 1s scarcer stili, except for sempers of the ruling ciique. #Anad the macquifin 1s - the gurder of one 0T thic
group. ine Tilm has been praisad tor its capture of sweaty, claustrophoolc urban decay. Also reatures tgward b. Rooiason 1n DS
final rcle - the playing of &nich lends the picture 1ts greatect distinction. IT you miss it, don t despalr, 1T Will prouably be
Sfiguh al 3 v1de2d @eetinyg.

socliety News

i Hew College, Hew Burlding, 5t1:Z Raes. tree coftee and biccles as you hunt through the soclety s

Jisnt we all wander ofr to St.dohn's par t1or enlightened chunnering.

van § door. IT you're sure we don't already nave the book you re suggesting, then write down the Titie and
;utnior, and inltial vour suggestions. Suggestions can be seconded (and thirded etc) by adding 1n1tlals on tne same line,

ctacksisome of our less popular ane, ah, lesc insplred DOOKS noW 11ve 1n cardboard boxes. They are stiil accessible, but you search
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rore 1ree coftee ang cocokles. Anyone can start off a discussion meeting - see a cogmittee member 1T 1nterested.

i v Nor (oth heekl. Blag barner - ghchilles in Atyira’. There wili be more-news about this in the next NiL.
i, /120 ffesting - = |
on :nd Heek, Hew College. meet in ivER'g room (library) Bpm. Hopetuily, comething from the new "Twitlght Lone SEries (not yet on
S.bames Neetlngs.
i1 anyohe has any GQMEEfqu1LLe: etc they © like to chare, please see cogmittee.
. r LAk |
1ﬂ1Efé;tEﬂ I Wr1UIGRG  Tor orlfiz Of Neiplng td bring out an 1ssue’ See hariasivan/Neal fringham. (Exeter). Srkinx, (oOr tRUse iU
don t know 1s the soclety s TILtIUﬂ z1ne an0 compulsory reading ior HE ‘11 send the boys around tie, ﬁanl:.

! LGC}{ ﬂurrur ,
From Nov 3-8, @pcllo. An OUSFG party will be going, so notify a cosmittee member right away if you'd like to.come.along.

lHu_iH[tEf

Cend contributions to one of us, wnenever you like. &ilm and bock reviews always weleome.

Well, that concludes business for now. To all new readers -
if you jolin tne society, thic newsletter will become a reqular occurence.
[f not, tnen qubdbye Torever,
Can you tet that happen?

Iols SEE FHNG yYiilrs
E
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it there 15 a cross next to your name, you are no langer a member .(money please},

Hrittén, nroduced and edited by Fita tnriquez & David Harris (Latzi
Distributed by liave Hate {(BRL)
Inspired by Phil naines,t¥ (kalliol)



